
 
January 23, 2007 

 
 
Mr. Mark W. Everson 
Commissioner 
Internal Revenue Service 
1111 Constitution Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C.  20224-0002 
 
 
Dear Commissioner Everson: 
 
I am writing to express my concerns about the Internal Revenue Service’s reported practice of 
prematurely closing corporate audits without fully investigating their efforts to avoid legal taxes.   
 
As detailed in the New York Times on January 12, 2007, large- and mid-sized business auditors for 
the I.R.S. in multiple states reported being ordered to ignore tax avoidance issues that would prevent 
the audit from closing by a predetermined date.  These disturbing accounts of agents being refused 
access to I.R.S. experts, to necessary resources, and the time needed to fully complete audits permits 
corporate respondents to pay only a fraction of the taxes they potentially owe.  This “catch and 
release” policy must end.   
 
The I.R.S. has stated that its practices have increased the amount of corporate taxes paid.  However, 
the employee reports indicate any increase in collections can be explained by an increase in tax 
avoidance schemes, not the troubling I.R.S. policy of limiting the time and scope of audits.  
Corporate tax creativity should not be rewarded by donning blinders or looking the other way and 
closing cases where the facts suggest a broader investigation is required. 
 
The use of performance incentives that reward closing cases in place of enforcing the law and 
collecting billions in tax avoidance each year is unacceptable and runs counter to the letter and intent 
of the law.   
 
I request a full report on these disturbing practices and a cessation of short cycle time and limited-
scope audit policies that cost the government billions of dollars a year. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

D  
Lloyd Doggett

 










